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be in poverty. Now what the Congress wants
to do is to roll back that working families
tax credit in a way that will impose a tax in-
crease averaging $500 a family on families
least able to pay it. This is a tax hike that
literally will push many working families back
into poverty.

All told, there are about $148 billion of
these hidden taxes and fees. They represent
a cynical assault on America’s values by
targeting working families, the elderly, poor
people who work hard at their jobs, mothers
seeking child support, young people strug-
gling their way through college. These are
the very people we should be helping. I want
to reward responsibility, not punish it; to in-
crease opportunity, not shrink it; to strength-
en our families, not weaken them. That’s why
my budget plan includes none of these new
taxes.

The taxes imposed by the Republican
budget are deceptive and unfair. I urge Con-
gress to defeat them. We don’t need to raise
taxes on working people and lower their in-
comes to balance the budget. We have
enough income inequality in America as it
is.

I’ve proposed a balanced budget that re-
flects our fundamental values, that eliminates
the deficit without undermining education or
weakening our environment or violating our
commitments to working families, seniors
and poor children. It secures Medicare and
the Trust Fund without imposing big new
costs on seniors, threatening their independ-
ence or destroying their dignity. And it gives
a tax cut targeted to education and
childrearing, the very things that working
families need. And they’re helping the very
working families who are hit with the tax in-
creases under the Republican budget.

I’m deeply committed to balancing the
Federal budget. But we have to do it in a
way that is consistent with our values and
our vision for our future, to give our people
the chance to make the most of their own
lives, to strengthen our families and protect
our children and honor our parents, to grow
the middle class and shrink the under class,
and to preserve our Nation as the world’s
strongest.

Let’s all keep those values fixed firmly in
our sight in the weeks ahead as we work to-

ward a balanced budget that advances the
American dream.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:49 a.m. in
the Old Whaling Church, Edgartown, MA, for
broadcast at 10:06 a.m.

Proclamation 6838—Fire Prevention
Week, 1995
October 7, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Since 1925, Americans have paused every

October to consider the importance of learn-
ing how to prevent fires. By observing Fire
Prevention Week, our Nation comes together
to remember those lost tragically in fire-re-
lated incidents, to recognize the terrible
damage that fire has caused over the years,
and to renew our efforts to learn more about
the ways in which we can protect ourselves
from fire’s devastation.

Some 4,000 people in the United States
die from fire each year—a number that can
be reduced dramatically through prevention
measures. Fires in the home take the biggest
toll, with 80 percent of fatalities occurring
just where we often feel the safest. Recogniz-
ing that cooking and heating equipment
cause the majority of home fires, the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association has se-
lected ‘‘Watch What You Heat: Prevent
Home Fires’’ as the Fire Prevention Week
theme for 1995, joining with the Federal
Emergency Management Agency’s U.S. Fire
Administration to communicate this lifesav-
ing message.

This year’s safety campaign teaches essen-
tial prevention techniques—the necessity of
staying in the kitchen while cooking and
never leaving a lighted stove unattended; of
closely supervising all heating equipment,
such as portable and space heaters; and of
monitoring all appliances and smoking mate-
rials. Most important, no matter how careful
we are, we must always be prepared by main-
taining working smoke detectors throughout
our homes.
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As we strive to make fire prevention a pri-
ority in every American community, we also
celebrate the dedication of our Nation’s fire
and emergency workers—champions of fire
safety at the local level. Too often, these
brave men and women pay the ultimate price
for their faithful service. Last year alone, 100
firefighters died in the line of duty, and more
than 95,400 were injured. On Sunday, Octo-
ber 15, 1995, we will pay our respects to
these heroic individuals at the 14th annual
National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Serv-
ice at the National Emergency Training Cen-
ter in Emmitsburg, Maryland. To honor their
courageous work, let us rededicate ourselves
to building a better, safer world for the gen-
erations to come.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 8
through October 14, 1995, as Fire Prevention
Week. I encourage the people of the United
States to plan and actively participate in fire
prevention activities this week and through-
out the year. I also call upon every citizen
to pay tribute to firefighters who have lost
their lives in the line of duty and to those
men and women who carry on the noble tra-
dition of service in our communities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventh day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-five, and of the Independence of the Unit-
ed States of America the two hundred and
twentieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
3 p.m., October 11, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on October 9, and it
was published in the Federal Register on October
13.

Statement on Senator Sam Nunn’s
Decision Not To Seek Reelection
October 9, 1995

For the last 23 years, Senator Nunn has
served our country with tireless devotion and

steady leadership. He has earned the respect
and appreciation of all Americans for his
leadership in national security, defense, and
foreign policy. He has urged us to deal with
the long term challenges of our economy and
to move beyond established political rhetoric
to new policies that reward responsibility and
work and to strengthen families and commu-
nities.

I am grateful for his wise counsel and per-
sonal friendship and look forward to his con-
tinued leadership in setting the new Demo-
cratic agenda and America’s agenda in 1996
and beyond. I wish him and his fine family
well.

Remarks Announcing the
Technology Learning Challenge
Grants

October 10, 1995

Thank you, Mr. Vice President, for your
outstanding work on this issue. And thank
you, Secretary Riley and Secretary Brown,
for your work as well.

I want to say a few more things about the
people behind me and those in front of me,
but if I might, in the beginning, I think it
would be appropriate for me to make a few
comments about what has happened to the
Amtrak train in Arizona.

We believe it was a case of sabotage. And
I am profoundly outraged by it. I want to
make it clear that we will do everything we
can with the Federal Government to catch
whoever is responsible. I am determined that
we will make sure that in the United States
we will have the tools, the means we need
to keep the American people safe. We will
get to the bottom of this. We will punish
those who are responsible. We will not toler-
ate acts of cowardice like this in the United
States, regardless of the motive. And when
I know more about it, I’ll be glad to comment
more about it.

I have just finished a meeting, along with
the Vice President and other members of our
administration, with leaders who are here be-
hind me, leaders of many of the American
companies on the cutting edge of the infor-
mation age. They are helping to lead our Na-
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